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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1 . 35 U.S.C. 1 01 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. In accordance with the new USPTO's "Interim 
Patent Subject Matter Eligibility Examination Instructions" issued on August 24, 2009, 
101 rejections will be applied if the claimed computer readable medium (even storage 
medium, for example) is not clearly defined to exclude non-statutory transitory media 
such as signals or transmission media. The 101 rejection can be overcome if the claim 
recites non-transitory media. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 1 -1 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Kato et 
al. (US 2002/0145702). 
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With regard to claim 1, Kato teaches : Method of bridging two multimedia stream 
sections (see abstract) comprising the steps of: detecting user-selected switching from 
a first to a second section at a certain exit time (USEX) of the first section (TS1 ) (figure 
29: out-time (PTS) for clip 1 : paragraph268) and a certain entry time (USEN) of the 
second section (TS2) (figure 29: in-time (PTS) for clip 2: paragraph 268 ), determining 
an exit location (AEX) based on the user-selected exit time in the first section (Figure 
37: RSPN exit from previous clip: paragraphs 276-277), which exit location has a 
sequence start marker (paragraphs 278-280:SPN: figure 64 shows that source packet 
number related to out-time/RSPN exit on one clip and in-time/RSPN enter on the other 
clip) , selecting all media packets (V.sub.2, A.sub.2) in the first section associated with 
the sequence start marker and possible media packets (A.sub.1) provided after the exit 
location associated with previous sequences in the first section ( see figure 97: selected 
all video and audio packets after T1 til the PTS-end. paragraph 440-451), creating a 
sequence end marker (E) for selected media packets of the first section (see figure 102: 
presentation end time which is associated with the SPN: paragraph 467), determining 
an entry location (AEN) based on the user-selected entry time in the second section 
(Figure 37: RSPN enter to current clip: paragraphs 276-277, 281 ), which entry location 
has a sequence start marker (paragraphs 278-280:SPN: figure 64 shows that source 
packet number related to out-time/RSPN exit on one clip and in-time/RSPN enter on the 
other clip) , selecting stream control information (SC) provided in the second section 
before the entry location (figure 46 discloses clip info that will stored in Bridge clip AV 
stream file: paragraphs 297-299), and creating a bridge clip (BC) ( see figure 106: 
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forming a bridge sequence) comprising copies of said selected media packets in the 
first section (paragraph 480-481 ), the sequence end marker, a copy of said selected 
stream control information (paragraph 483) as well as possible filling packets (N), such 
that the bridge clip can be played between the entry and exit locations for providing a 
seamless connection between the two sections (see figure 36B, a bridge clip is 
designed to provide seamless connection between two clips. Also see paragraph 440). 

With regard to claim 2, Kato teaches: wherein the actual entry and exit locations 
are the locations being closest to the user-selected entry and exit times (see figures 33 
and 34, in and out times are determined with precision). 

With regard to claim 3, Kato teaches: wherein the selected stream control 
information is the closest stream control information provided in previous sequences of 
the second section (see step s44 in figure 107: paragraphs 485-486). 

With regard to claim 4, Kato teaches: further comprising the step of selecting a 
limited number of media packets (V.sub.3) in the second section after the entry location 
and also providing these in the bridge clip (see step s34 of figure 106: the examiner 
views meet data allocation condition as a limited number of media packets). 

With regard to claim 5, Kato teaches: further comprising the step of selecting a 
limited number of media packets in the first section provided before the exit location 
(see step s33 of figure 106: the examiner views meet data allocation condition as a 
limited number of media packets). 
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With regard to claim 6, Kato teaches: wherein the media packets comprise video 
packets (V.sub.1, V.sub.2, V.sub.3) and audio packets (A.sub.1, A.sub.2, A. sub. 3) and 
the sequence end marker in the bridge clip is provided after the last video packet 
(V.sub.2) associated with the sequence start marker of the exit location (see figure 97). 

With regard to claim 7, Kato teaches: wherein the media packets comprise audio 
packets (A.sub.1 , A.sub.2, A.sub.3), said method further comprising the step of copying 
non-selected media packets in the first section between said exit location and the last 
audio packet associated with the sequence start marker and replacing these copied 
packets with null packets and/or stream control packets (see figures 93 and 97: audio 
overlap). 

With regard to claim 8, Kato teaches: further comprising the step of adding null 
packets to the packets originating from the second section in the bridge clip (paragraph 
379). 

With regard to claim 9, Kato teaches: wherein at least said exit location of the 
first section and the entry location of the second section each comprise an entry point 
map (EP.sub.1 , EP.sub.2), which are used for identifying exit and entry locations (see 
figures 33 and 34: EP for in-time and EP for out-time). 

With regard to claim 10, Kato teaches: further comprising the step of creating an 
entry point map for the bridge clip from the entry point maps of the first and second 
sections (TU map is associated with both clips in figures 33-34. also see figure 64). 
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With regard to claim 1 1 , Kato teaches: wherein the sections are provided in the 
same multimedia stream (see figure 63). 

With regard to claim 12, Kato teaches: wherein the sections are provided in two 
different multimedia streams (see figure 88). 



With regard to claim 13, (see claim 1 rejection except) Kato (see figure 1) 
teaches: 

Device (see figure 1) for bridging two multimedia stream sections provided on a 
storage medium (recording medium, 28) and comprising: a reading unit (readout unit, 
28) and a writing unit (a write unit, 22) for reading and writing multimedia data on the 
storage medium (paragraph 150-153), and a control unit (controller, 23) for manipulating 
at least one multimedia stream provided on the storage medium (see figures 104-107: 
pages 24-26) 

With regard to claim 14, Kato teaches : further comprising a stream separating 
unit (22) and a stream combining unit (28) for providing a stream of additional overhead 
data related to a multimedia stream (demultplexer and multiplexer: see figure 1 and 
page 5). 

With regard to claim 15, Kato teaches: Multimedia data presentation device (10) 
comprising a device (12) for bridging two multimedia stream sections according to claim 
13 (see figures 1, page 5). 
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With regard to claim 16 (see claim 1 rejection except), Kato also teaches: 
Computer program product (34) to be used on a computer for bridging two multimedia 
stream sections and comprising a computer program code for making the computer 
execute, when said code is loaded into the computer, the following functions (See figure 
108: paragraphs 491-492, 494). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARCUS R. SMITH whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1096. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs: 8:30 am - 5:00 
p.m. and Friday is a telework day. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hassan Phillips can be reached on 571 272-3940. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marcus R Smith/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2467 
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